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Let’s 
Move!
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Our Time Together

• Discuss the role of adult-child interactions in 
boosting early literacy skills.

• Review strategies that support emergent language 
and literacy skills for children birth to 5.

• Explore partnering with families to support early 
literacy.



Impact of Adult-Child
Interactions

Impact of Adult-Child
Interactions
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Why Family Engagement Matters

• Families are children’s first and most important teachers

• Children learn language through relationships

• Families help children feel confident and ready to learn

Families know their child best – their strengths, needs, and what brings them joy!
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Families as Partners

• Partnering with families strengthen 
outcomes

• Families time, commitment, and love 
make a big difference

• Together, we create a strong circle of 
support around each child 

• Learning begins at home and 
continues in the classroom



Children are 40% more 
likely to enjoy reading 
when they see adults—
especially parents and 
caregivers—enjoy reading 
themselves.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027 by ICF.



Adults who enjoy reading tend 
to use expressive voices, 
gestures, and conversation.

This rich interaction exposes 
children to more vocabulary, 
sentence structures, and 
storytelling patterns.

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027 by ICF.



When adults are genuinely 
interested, they invite 
questions, predictions, and 
dialogue—critical for oral 
language growth and 
comprehension.
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Why Are Your Interactions With Children so Powerful?

Adult-child interactions matter 
because research shows they build 
language, thinking, and social skills—
key foundations for reading and
writing success.
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Early Learning Outcomes Framework



Infant and Toddler

Infant and Toddler
Attending and Understanding

Communicating and SpeakingLanguage and 
Communication

Vocabulary

Emergent Literacy

Early Learning Outcomes Framework
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Preschool

Preschool
Attending & Understanding
Communicating & Speaking 

Vocabulary

Language and 
Communication

Literacy
Phonological Awareness

Print & Alphabet Knowledge
Comprehension & Text Structure

Early Learning Outcomes Framework
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Early Learning Outcomes Framework

Family engagement is how ELOF comes to life in children’s everyday experiences
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ELOF Exploration

What You Need: 
• Fish template
• Crayons
• Round colorful and shiny stickers



Strategies

Strategies
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Language-rich Environments

Language-rich Environments

• Build relationships
• Learn new words
• Practice conversations
• Develop cognitive skills

• Communicate clearly and 
accurately

These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027 by ICF.



Conversations

• Back-and-Forth Exchanges Serve and Return

• Talk and Listen Give and Receive
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Say “HELLO”

Say “HELLO”
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Print-rich Environments

Print-rich Environments

Includes labels, signs, books and 
written information

Uses print in real and interesting 
ways
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Strategies That Support Emergent Language & Literacy 
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The BookCASE Approach
•  Connect the ELOF

• Select books that link to specific ELOF domains or subdomains.

• Advance the Vocabulary

• Read aloud and talk about new words.

• Support Engagement

• Reading should feel positive and interactive.

• Extend Beyond the Book

• Bring the story into play and writing.

 

Strategies That Support Emergent Language & Literacy 
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See the BookCASE

Let’s review the handout together
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Know the BookCASE
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Explore the BookCASE

What You Need: 
• Book
• ELOF domain/subdomain- can be 

more than one
•  Materials for extending the story 
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Share your Experience Using the BookCASE

Share your BookCase exploration
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Exploring Early Literacy Family Event  Planning

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

https://jbrary.com/community-led-childrens-librarians/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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Connecting Home and Head Start
You are your child’s first teacher.  

Simple daily moments help your child learn and grow. 
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BookCASE Book List



30These materials were developed for OHS/Region XI Training and Technical Assistance  Network under Contract No 140D0425C0027  by ICF.

BookCASE Book List
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Family Emerging Language & Literacy Planning 

At your table:

• What might you add from this session

• Discuss resources, next steps

• Write down your ideas to share back in large 

group



Connecting Families to Literacy Resources

Connecting Families to Literacy Resources

• Public Library

• Literacy-focused
community programs

• Other community
resources
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Family Literacy Event Next Steps



Thank you!
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