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CINHS Commercial  
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MISSION: 

Building Strong Foundations with Alaska 
Native Families through Alaska Native 

Cultures and Education  

 

VISION: 

Strong Native Children and Their Families 
Reaching Their Full Potential  

  

 



 
× Provide an environment that is warm, 

nurturing and culturally responsive.  
× Provide Alaska Native language and 

cultural instruction/resources that 
promote language and cultural learning 
for all staff.  

× Create and utilize a culturally rich 
curriculum.  

× Strengthen the cultural foundation of 
CINHS through cultural programing, 
community engagement and cultural 
values.  

× Increase the capacity and sustainability of 
the Alaska Native Language Immersion 
Program.  

 
 
 





}Project began Fall 2014  

}Focus: Be Culturally relevant and appropriate  

}Teachers are involved in the process  

}Aligns with HSELOF and Alaska Early Learning 
Guidelines  

}Consultants Dr. Jay Thompson, Valerie 
Thompson, Christina Thompson  

 



}Approaches to Learning  

}Social and Emotional Development  

}Language and Literacy  

}Cognition  

}Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development  

 







}SHOW RESPECT TO OTHERS: Each Person Has a 
Special Gift  

}SHARE WHAT YOU HAVE: Giving Makes You Richer  
}KNOW WHO YOU ARE: You are a Reflection on Your 

Family  
}ACCEPT WHAT LIFE BRINGS: You Cannot Control Many 

Things  
}HAVE PATIENCE: Some Things Cannot Be Rushed  
} LIVE CAREFULLY: What You Do Will Come Back to You  
} TAKE CARE OF OTHERS: You Cannot Live Without 

Them  
}HONOR YOUR ELDERS: They Show You the Way in Life  
}PRAY FOR GUIDANCE: Many Things Are Not Known  
}SEE CONNECTIONS: All Things Are Related  

 
Alaska Native Knowledge Network  
http://www.ankn.uaf.edu  

 



Domain: Social and Emotional Development 2 

Level: Head Start   
Child's Name: 
_____________________________________________ 

Cultural Values: Know who you are. Live Carefully. Pray for Guidance. Show respect for 
others.   

Goal: Child will engage in cooperative play and maintain positive interactions and relationships with others. 

Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Stage 7 

Sometimes engage in 
prosocial behaviors, 
interactions, and 
cooperative play for short 
periods of time. May need 
assistance or prompting 
from adult.    ___/___/___ 

With increasing 
independence and length of 
time, engage in positive 
interactions and cooperative 
play with peers.___/___/___                    
Child will begin to establish 
special friendships with a 
particular peer.  
___/___/___ 

Exhibit positive and 
cooperative play with peers 
by establishing friendships, 
sharing toys, and including 
other ideas during 
interactions and play.    
___/___/___ 

Be a role model by 
consistently and 
independently engaging in 
and helping with positive 
peer  interactions and 
cooperative play.    
___/___/___ 

Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: 

Engage in short hunting 
imaginative play during free 
choice.                                               
Join a friend in playing with 
Yup'ik yo-yos for a few 
minutes. 

Help friend gather leaves 
during outdoor play.                                         
Seek a particular peer to 
play with. 

Share drum during drum 
circle.                                                      
Invite friend to help him/her 
build a village in block area. 

Organize and lead peers in 
re-enacting a story telling, 
such as "Raven".                                                            
Give beading materials to a 
friend and help them 
complete a necklace. 

Show enjoyment when 
playing with other children 
with a yoyo. 

Initiate an activity with a 
child by making a pretend 
fish soup in the dramatic 
area.                                                   
Make and maintain a 
friendship with at least one 
child by "fishing" together at 
a water table. 

Seek any peer to play with.                                            
Make and maintain multiple 
friendships.  

Help another child find 
beads to make a necklace.                             
Help others make friends.  



Domain:  Cognition: Math 3       

Level: Head Start   Child's Name: _____________________________________________ 

Cultural Values: See connections. Know who you are. Accept what life brings.   

Goal:  The child will identify, describe, compare, compose shapes and understand simple patterns.   

                                                 Developmental Progression   

Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Stage 7 

Begin to identify circle, square, and 
triangle.__/__/__ 
                                                                    

Identify and begin to compare 
shape attributes.   __/__/__       

Correctly name basic shapes, 
regardless of size and orientation, 
and sort according to attributes.  
__/__/__ 

Assist peers who need help naming 
and sorting shapes.  __/__/__ 

Recognize simple patterns with 
adult prompts.__/__/__ 
 

Continue a pattern with adult 
prompts. __/__/__ 

Continue patterns without 
prompts.__/__/__ 

Describe and compose patterns 
independently. __/__/__ 

Emerging Emerging Begin to compose and describe 
shapes. __/__/__ 

Describe and compose shapes 
independently.  __/__/__ 

Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: 

Identify circle, square and 
sometimes triangle in a Yup'ik 
basket.                                                 
Recognize a pattern with 
assistance.                                       
Order shapes from smallest to 
largest by arranging various sizes of 
one shape.    

Identify more shapes on a totem 
pole.                                                  
Make simple patterns with 2 or 3 
shapes. (e.g. beads)                                                    

Create simple patterns using 
beads.                                                              
Fill in missing piece of a pattern.                                                                              
Sort beads by color, size or shape 
and then work on a simple pattern 
beading project.                                       
Recognize a pattern using furs, 
beads or bones.              

Begin to identify more complex 
shapes in Yup'ik baskets, furs, 
dance fans, etc.                                       
Independently create own pattern.                                                                    
Bead headdress with shape beads. 



Domain: Perceptual, Motor, and Physical Development 1 

Level: Head Start   Child's Name: _____________________________________________ 
Cultural Values: Live Carefully:  
What You Do Will Come Back to You, Take care of others:  
You Cannot Live Without Them, Have patience: 
Some Things Cannot Be Rushed 

Goal: The child will demonstrate control, strength, and coordination of small muscles.   

with adults.       

Stage 4 Stage 5 Stage 6 Stage 7 

Complete simple tasks, draw shapes, 
cut paper without lines.___/___/___ 

Cut more complex 
objects.___/___/___                     

Cut on lines with minimal 
assistance.___/___/___                  

Cut on lines independently. 
___/___/___   

  Make letter-like forms.___/___/___ Use a 3-point grip with writing 
utensils.___/___/___                                                                                                         

Consistently use 3 point grasp and 
pincer grip. ___/___/___                                                                                                     

Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: Indicators: 

Full hand grips on scissors and writing 
utensils.                                                                                         
Glue buttons onto headband.                                                                                                  
Pick berries with whole hand.                     
Use large beads for beading on large 
lace. 

Try to hold pencil, crayon, or marker 
with 3-point grip.                                     
Cut string/yard to make a head band.                          
Paint a village scene on the easel.                                                                                          
Bead with various sizes of beads on 
pipe cleaners.                                                      
Make dream catcher.                                                           
Pour milk independently.  

Make bird nest.                                               
Weave a basket.                                                   
Use story knife to tell own story.                                         
Use charcoal to make etchings.                                                   
Make berries out of playdough.                          
Cut paper to make a head band.                                      
Make masks out of paper mache. 

Button the button blanket.                             
String small beads to make 
headdress.                                               
Build igloo out of toothpicks and 
marshmallows.                                                      
Pretend to fillet a salmon with an ulu.                                                

Notes: Notes: Notes: Notes:    



Building Family and Classroom Engagement  



  

 



×Elders 
×Artists  
×Dancers  

 

×Athletes  
×Language Speakers  

 
 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Jimmy ð Yupõik 



Maligiaq  ð Kayak Builder  

Dog Sledding  



Marie Meade ð Yupõik 

Mellisa Heflin -  Inupiaq  



Alaska Zoo  

Eva Bryant ð Yupõik 



Loren Anderson -  Sugpiaq  

Dustin Newman & Tatiana Petticrew -  Unangax  



 

Tanana Dancers ð Koyukon  Athabascan  

Crystalyn  Lemieux -  Tlingit  





Unangax  regalia & bentwood visors  



Kayaks 

Inupiaq inspired masks  



  

 







× Parent Universities bring families 
together to engage in various 
topics that increase knowledge 
of importance to our parents.  

× Finance  
× Meal preparation  
× Historical trauma & 

decolonization  
× Educational & job 

opportunities   



Making model iqyaxõs  

Grass weaving  


