Using persona dolls to set the stage for
developmentally appropriate teaching about
culture, identity, social skills, and bullying
National Indian Head Start Directors
Conference

iur' as yu.
Why did you chose this doll?
What does your doll choice tell us about YOU?
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Persona Dolls:
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Give opportunities to offer peer
to peer advice - cementing social
skills

Give children a chance to practice
standing up to teasing and bullying
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Using Persona Dolls
It'saseasyas 1,2,3
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a doll and create

. to incorporate glasses, leg braces and
o special dress-up clothes when
appropriate.

Many teachers start with one and expand as
their comfort level increases. More dolls can
mean more general diversity and differences
between dolls
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Create a

persona

«Stereotypes J

*Windows

*Mirrors

Personality
building blocks




5/20/2014

Build a story :

*Include open ended questions

*Remember windows/mirrors
*Helping Rahma

*Rahma 2 AM/ZE

Crucial Conversations

JIT)
identity L2

culture
language

fair/unfair

standing up to
teasing bullying and

prejudice ' AM ZE




Create a story:

did the doll do?

_ did the doll do it?
S
' \% did the doll feel?
‘g‘ e i i

will you create empathy

What help
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* When can you build in engagement between
the doll and your group?
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Teasing and bullying

j;_ (Y Creating the story

™

* Child who is observing?
* How will you teach new
skills?
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How do the dolls fit in
your work?

B

family childcare curriculum

www.teachingtolerance.orq
Starting Small

Celebrate - Julie Bisson AM ZE
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“Unless someone like you cares
a whole awful lot, nothing is
going to get better. It's not.”

Dr. Seuss
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